From: Evelyn ]

Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 5:29 PM

To: Christopher.Zwierzchowski@

Subject: ACS2014-PAl-PGM-01810fficial Plan and Zoning By-law
Amendments — 3 and 4 Booth Street — Chaudiere and Albert
Islands

Mr Zwierzchowski,

Please accept my apologies that when I first sent this email, | somehow missed attaching your
email. I have already sent to Mr Nguyen with cc to Mr Maillet.
EA

Dear Mr. Nguyen and Mr. Zwierzchowski,

During my 70 years on this planet, { have met a lot of people. One stands clearly above all
others for his presence, Grandfather Commanda clearly experienced the worst the Furies
could deliver during his early life and yet emerged with a wisdom light years beyond most
mortals. I met him only briefly, yet was completely encompassed by his presence, awed by
his books, and captured by his vision. With fuli disclosure, I will state that I have no known
indigenous blood in my ancestry.

When | couple my recognition of the Truth that Grandfather Commanda exemplified with my
being a lifelong learner who reads copiously all sides of a contentions argument, it has taken
me some time to understand the futuristic significance of a decision regarding Victoria
Island. To help me understand, I revisited the history as presented in the June 21 article by
Romola V. (Thumbadoo) Trebilcock.

As a citizen of Ottawa, I endorse William Commanda's visien. If he is not qualified to speak
on the continued significance of Victoria Island, who is? 1t would be like denying the Father
of a movement his due.

It is therefore important that we recognize both the Chaudiére and Albert Islands as historical
and ongeing sacred places of our indigenous people and imperative that we respect the vision
of Algonquin Elder Dr. William Commanda for the surrounding lands.

[ acknowledge Windmill Developments to be an environmentally responsible partner.
However, applying their wisdom in planning a modem, Western style development on this
particular site actually denigrates both their capabilities and the indigenous wisdom because it
misapplies their greatest potential. Perhaps citizens who look with blinders at the forward-
thinking proposal are rightly excited unless or urtil they understand the big fatal flaw in this
entire process, And most people will not make this connection because they do not truly
know - they do not understand the ancient history and accompanying visions, Could this plan
therefore be considered deceptive because it does not, and probably cannot, truly present the
whole historic picture to the decision makers and to a public schos!ed in smalt doses of
information?




The greater Ottawa area has many alternate sites that could benefit from Windmill's expertise
and we could all get behind a plan to modernize an inner city area, for example or to
responsibly develop some of the outlying areas where "slash and burn" technics still seem to
be applied. William Commanda and Douglas Cardinal should be the visionaries chosen to
drive development of the most ancient sacred site known to our indigenous peoples. Instead
of either/or, the city would significantly benefit from applying the wisdom of both
approaches - only in different areas. That would leave a legacy we could all embrace and
showease true futuristic thinking and planning,

1 hope all those concerned in the planning process will give these thoughts fair and just
consideration.

Respectfully submitied,
Evelyn Abell



From: Nguyen, Hieu

Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 3:55 PM

To: 'Manuel Baez'

e Zwierzchowski, Christopher

Subject: RE: Official Ptan and Zoning By-law Amendments - 3 and 4 Booth
Street

Hi Manuel,

T have €C'd Chris Zwierzchowski, the Planning Committee clerk, so that your
comments are provided as a written submission to the Planning Committee in
opposition of the Booth St. Planning Report,

I have also added you to my notification list and you will be notified of
Council's decision.

Sincerely,
Hieu

bDevelopment Review, Urban Area
613-588-2424 ext.26%36
Mail Code: 91-14

————— Original Message-----

From: Manuel Baez [mailto:

Sent: October 91, 20814 11:480 AM

To: Nguyen, Hieu

Subject: Re: Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendments - 3 and 4 Booth Street

Dear Hieu Nguyen,

I'm sending this e-mail as a way of indicating my opposition to the
recommendations listed in the Official Plan and Zonlng By-law Amendments - 3
and 4 Booth Street Report.

The site comprised of Chaudiere and Albert Islands along Booth Street is
historically and culturally very significant to both the local and broader
community. This offers great potential for appropriate development as a
symbolic site within Canada's capital. Much greater public awareness of its
history, significance and potential is required in order for broader informed
public consultation and debate to occur regarding any future development.

On a site of such significance and importance, the specifics of any proposed
development, which must include complete visual presentations of the project
scope, needs to be made accessible to the public in order for such informed
consultation to occur. Only then can any amendments to. the by-laws be
proposed and voted upon. ‘

A more thorough and informed process is required in order For the public to
become fully aware of the potential that this site offers to the local,
national and even broader community.

Yours truly,

Manuel A. Baez

Associate Professor

Azrieli School of Architecture and Urbanism Carleton University




From: chantal batt

Sent; Wednesday, October 01, 2014 1:20 PM

To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher

Subject: Planning Committee meeting Oct 2 re Chaudiere Falis and

surrounding area

Good afterncon Christopher,

Re:
4, OFFICIAL PLAN AND ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENTS ~
3 AND 4 BOOTH STREET {CHAUDIERE AND ALBERT ISLAND)

ACS82014-PAI-PGM-0181 SOMERSET (14)

That Planning Committee recommend Council approve:

1. An amendment to the Lebreton Flats Central Area Secondary Plan to allow for a mixed-
use community at 3 and 4 Beeth Street {Chaudiére and Albert Islands), as shown on
Document | and detailed in Document 5; and

2. An amendment to Zoning By-law 2008-250 to change the zoning at 3
and 4 Booth Street from Parks and Open Space to a Downtown Mixed-Use
zone to allow for a mixed-use development and Major Leisure Facility
zone on new park lands, as shown in Document 1, detailed in Document
6, and set out in Documents 7 and 8.

I'd like to submit the following for tomorrow's Ottawa Planning Committee meeting that will
address the above re-zoning issue. ’

Private companies intending to develop and governments of all levels in Canada have a moral
and constitutional obligation to consult Aboriginal groups before making any legistative or
regulatory changes to land that has associated aboriginal interests, as is the case with the
Chaudiere Falls area on the Ottawa River, '

At an October 8 public event last year (2013), windmill said that they were in discussions
with Aboriginal representatives regarding their views about the Chaudiere and Albert Islands.
Where can the public view the consultations that were undertaken between the developer,
the municipalities, and Aboriginal groups regarding the Chaudiere and Albert Islands?

Thank you,
Chantal Batt
Ottawa



1
From: Michael Bay
Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 12:20 AM
To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher
Subject: Chaudiare Falls & |slands Sacred Site

Dear Mr. Zwierzchowski:

Kindly convey this email to the planning commitiee. | would request that it be
considered to be my formal submission to the committee.

Dear Mr. Hume and Commitiee Members:

Those of us who do not belong to ong of Canada’s first peoples are blessed with the
benefits that their heritage and teachings bring to this great country and are charged
with the responsibility to respect their nations and all that is sacred to them. This is
part of the reason that | beseech you not to commercialize the sacred territory that is
the Chaudiére Falls & Islands Sacred Site. But that is only part of the reason. The
site has great significant for our nation as well as for the first peoples. It is not just a
meeting point and sacred site for first peoples but a place of spiritual significance for
all Canadians. One need only to set foot on that tiny piece of land to realize how
special it is.

You have a choice: allow the building of condominiums to desecrate the site and
prove, once again, that we have no respect for those that were here before us or rise
above petty commercial interests and preserve a unique site that is holy to many and
important to all. You can choose to trample the rights of our aboriginal peoples and
hollow out a little bit of our collective soul or let the islands stand as a symbol of
reconciliation, respect and humility.

i know that you will do the right thing,

Michael Bay



1
From: Qdelia Bay
Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 12:01 AM
To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher; Nguyen, Hieu
Subject: City of Ottawa Planning Committee, Proposal to Rezone

Chaudiére Falls & islands Sacred Site
To Whom It May Concern:

[ was absolutely dumbfounded when [ learned that the City of Ottawa’s Planning
Committee is considering a proposal for condominium development at Chaudiére Falls
& Islands.

These locations are sacred to the Anishinaabe people. These sites, like the city of Ottawa,
are on unceded and unsurrendered Algonguin territory. Additionally, the impact of the
development will be irreversible.

| write to you as a concerned citizen, an academic and scholar, and someone who
values the opportunities | had to live and learn in Ottawa for several years.

| heard of these developments at the eleventh hour, almost literally. If | had more
time, | would expand on the values | learned from the Commanda family, the

appreciation | have for Victoria istand, and the shame 1 would feel if the Windmill
condeminium development were allow to proceed.

| would be pleased to speak further, if you wish to contact me.
Yours truly,

Odelia Bay



er 1,2014

Cértact Committee Coordinator,

Christopher Zwierzchowski

Re: Proposed Re-zoning of Victoria Island & Other Islands for Condo develop-
ment.

Please accept this letter as my written submission to register my opposition to the
proposed rezoning and development of the Islands for condominiums.

This land being discussed is unceeded Algonquin land. Not only do I believe the
City of Ottawa has no legal right to do this because the islands continue to belong
to the Algonquin people, there have been recent legal cases supporting title to un-
ceeded territories. [ also understand that the islands are also currently listed as
“crown land”. I question the legality of the City or developers to pursue this with-
out the permission of the Algonquin title holders.

There have been promises made by the City of Ottawa to the people, including to
Flder William Commanda, that these islands would be preserved as a continued
gathering site for Indigenous Peoples, as they have been since before Europeans
entered the continent. The City may not believe they are bound by those promises,
but legally they have already set a precedent by making these promises.

In short, the people continue to own these lands. And the City should realize that it
will most likely be facing a lengthy legal battle should the City choose to pursue
this.

This site is considered a sacred site to Algonquin and Anishinaabe people. Not just
to the Indigenous people living within the city.

I may just be one person, but I know many agree with me. So I request that my
voice be noted among others who speak against this proposal and hope you vote
wisely and justly to reject it.

Thank you,
Sincerely

~ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

Christi Belcourt

Christi Beleourt



From: Bill Bhaneja

Sent; Wednesday, October 01, 2014 9:46 AM

To: Nguyen, Hieu

Cc: Zwierzchowski, Christopher; Romaola Trebilcock

Subject: Fw: ACS2014-PAI-PGM-01810fficial Plan and Zoning By-law
Amendments — 3 and 4 Booth Street — Chaudiere and Albert
Istands

Attachments: Asinabka Heritage Note 23 Sept 2014 pdf.pdf;, OPEN LETTER AV!

June 2014 final.pdf
Dear Mr. Nguyen and Mr. Zwierzchowski,

| have just finished reading excellent submission below by Romola V. (Thumbadoo)
Trebilcock. I fully endorse it as a citizen of Ottawa. It is important that we recognize the due
ownership of the Chaudiére and Albert Islands as sacred places of our indigenous people and
the vision of Algonquin Elder Dr. William Commanda for Chaudiere explained by Ms.
Trebilcock in her submission, in particular her comment:

Public Consultation/Tnuput, that it is widely known and acknowledged that Elder William
Commanda awakened the National Capital Region and public consciousness to the fact
that this is Algonquin territory; his Legacy Vision for the Sacred Chaudiere Site was
developed formally with thousands of Indigenous and non-Indigenous partners, endorsed
by Algonquin leadership from both the Ontario and Quebec Communities, presented
publically when he was presented the Key to The City of Orfawa on June 21, 2006 at
Victoria Island); his vision for the site is noted in full by the City of Ottawa in its November
2010 support and endorsement of the Indigenous vision — and, amongst the 300 people
noted in the December 2013 Windmill consultations were a vast majority of people,
ineluding Indigenous, expecting to see some development of the Commanda proposal. The
substantial drop in interest in the June 2014 Windmill consultation meeting is noted.
Further, at Windmill’s request, I discussed the Circle of All Nations June 21 Open Letter
regarding their proposals, and provided additional information in Willion Commanda’s
own words (included also in our September 23, 2014 note) — has the City considered this
amongst the 37 written comments noted below? I note further William Commanda’s Legacy
Facebook Page reached 6,913 people this past week, affirming the ongoing global relevance of
his legacy,

I hope all thoée concerned in the planning process will give it a fair and just
consideration.

Respectriully submitted,
Bill Bhaneja, Ph.I.




from: joyce bouthiette

Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2014 11:53 PM
To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher

Subject: Chaudiere Island Rezoning

i oppose the rezaning of Chaudiere and Albert islands for mixed use deveippment.

The islands {Albert, Chaudiere, Wright and Victoria) should be declared a historic site, or preferably an aboriginal historic
site, or both. All the istands are of historical and cultural/spiritual significance and should be returned as closely as possible
to their natural state for all people to enjoy. The area could be a major tourist site if the falls were freed, as a natural pipe
bowl would emerge with the mist rising up like the smoke from a sacred pipe, 1t doesn't make sense to have a dam in the
middie of a city and many cities across North America are moving away from this, Also, the portage routes of the early
voyagers and settlers could be developed as historic walking trails far everyone to enjoy. Hence the dual designation as an
aboriginal or national heritage site and the draw as a major tourist area for both aboriginaf people and alt people to enjoy.

This is sacred lands. As per Elder William Commanda:

BACKGROUND

Since the arrival of Samuel de Champlain in this area in 1613, the area
around the Chaudiére Falls has been acknowledged as a sacred meeting
place of great importance to indigenous peoples,

having been used as such for easily five thousand years. Indeed, it is one
of the earliest sites of human occupation in this country. Later, it served as
a significant meeting place with the earliest settlers, the French and the
English. Today the world finds a home on its shores. This special area
holds singular sacred, archaeological and historic value, and has been the
site of cultural convergence, political evolution, and internationally
influential industrial development and innovation over the past centuries.

The Ottawa River Heritage Designation History celebrates this remarkable
heritage of the watershed, and the heart of the story lies here in
Ottawa/Hull, at the meeting place of three rivers, with the mighty Ottawa,
the heritage river of the Algonquins, connecting with the Gatineau from the
Province of Quebec and the Rideau from the Province of Ontario.

Eider William Commanda, a trilingual 93 year old Algonquin from Quebec,
honoured by the University of Ottawa with the presentation of an Honorary
Doctorate Degree, and in June 2008, presented with the Key to the City of
Ottawa, a remarkable, internationally recognized man with a passionate
interest in the environment, this country and all its citizens, and founder of
the Circle of All Nations, holds a broad vision for the entire area focused on
two themes that predominate in his work: Respect for the Mother Earth and
Racial Harmony and Peace-building. Today, the environmental crisis and
war are our greatest national preoccupations and challenges.

These are my reasons, meegweich.



September 30, 2014

Dear Mr. Zwierzchowski;

| am writing to you as a member and a long time supporter of the Kanata based
Circle of All Nations, | want to start out by thanking you for inviting submissions on
this very important official plan and by-law amendments, ACS2014-PAI-PGM-0181
Official Pan and Zoning By-law Amendments - 3 and 4 Booth Street - Chaudiére and
Albert Islands. That being said, | want to go on record as objecting to the
aforementioned proposed amendments.

| was present when Michael Wiggins of Windmill Development Group stated that
their vision would “change the way people look at Ottawa” (Ottawa Citizen, Dec, 12,
2013). As | saw it then and still do today, Ottawa now has two divergent visions for
the Chaudiére/Asinabka region that will indeed change the way people look at
Ottawa. Only this time, thankfully, you are reaching out for comment whereas the
Windmill Development Group did not at their presentation session.

A vision that predates Windmill's housing development vision was a national peace
and reconciliation vision, put forward by the late Grandfather William Commanda,
as “a sanctuary for all, a meeting place for all the world, a sacred space in the
nation’s heartland,” in other words, a Vancouver Stanley Park or a New York City
Central Park for Ottawa, our Nations capital.

Windmill's vision is a development vision and from where | was standing in the
River View salon 1 did not hear the sustained applause as reported. Instead [ heard
a lot of whispers about how their development is ripping the heart out of
Commanda’s vision. Windmill’s vision metaphorically quarters the
Chaudiére/Asinabka region’s apple, with Windmill ending up with three slices and
Canada'’s First Peoples ending up with one, which is shameful. Italso begs the
question, is the sacred really for sale?

Windmill representatives went on to say that the Chaudiére/Asinabka region is “one
of the most important development sites in the country.” While that may be true
from their perspective, unfortunately it is a country still coming to grips with its
past, a past rife with the negative outcomes of colonization and is in dire need of
healing and reconciliation. Commanda’s vision for the Chaudiére/Asinabka region
addresses those needs while Windmill's vision does not.

The Chaudiére/Asinabka park islands are ideally situated between Canada’s two
founding colonial powers, French and English, thus it is Canada’s quintessential
diamond in the rough. One can only dream of Canada’s First Peoples being allowed
to develop their own sacred space in the nation’s heartland, which would ultimately
be representative of what Canada truly is, a tripartite nation.



The Chaudiére /Asinabka region represents so much more than a development
opportunity in the heart of Ottawa. It is after all the heart of our entire nation and in
so being, is deserving of the input from all Canadians. 1 exhort you to put the two
divergent visions forward for all to see and let Canadians decide what they want at
the heart of their nation.

Thank you for allowing me to formally object to the proposed ACS2014-PAI-PGM-
0181 Official Pan and Zoning By-law Amendments - 3 and 4 Booth Street -
Chaudiére and Albert islands.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGHED BY:

Bryan Bowers



From: Elizabeth Stein

Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 1:43 PM

To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher

Subject: Re- Re-zoning of Sacred Site {Chaudiere/Albert islands})
Dear Christopher,

Below is my letter 1o the planning committee regarding their meeting tomorrow for re-zoning of Chaudier lsland.
Please forward it to them, and keep me informed of their decision and further actions on

this issue.
Regards,

Liz Brown-Commanda {Stein)

To the City of Ottawa Planning Commities
Re: Devetepment of Chaudiére and Atbert Islands

| am an Algonguin descendant of Pikwakanagan, of the Lemure, Commanda, and Jocko lines. | am writing in order for
it to be on record that | am not in favour of the re-zoning of Chaudiere Isiand, and believe that you shouid take an
alternale approach.

The falfowing should be sufficient rationzle for you to immediately cease and desist in efforts to (once again) develop
that fand.

1, This entire ¢ity is on unceded Algonquin tersitory, upon which all gevermment bodies (yours included) are illegal
occupiers, Asinabka {Chaudiere Falls} is a sacred place of spiritual significance for all First Nations people: our
equivalent to a church mosque or temple. The equivalent is to allow & developer 1o ilegally buy a church, mosque, or
tempte, build on it, sell it, then claim raspsct for the religion in question by later erecting z sign espousing respest for
said refigion. Windmil Developers has not consulted extensively, they have consuited a handful of people who give
them the answer they want to hear. In addition to consuiting all Algonquins, the needs and desires of the urban
indigenous population and cther residents of the city should also be considered,

2. Considering the damage already done by colonization to First People and the land, the time for & new relationship is
now, As Grandfaiher Commanda said for years, the path to true reconciliation begins with restoration of the land to &
state of natural heaith and beauty. Un-damming the falls and realizing Grandfather Commanda’s vision {a vision which
had the support of all Algonquins, support which would be revealed as still existant by full and proper consultation}
would be a good first step to realizing the vision of the two row wampum, a vision in which we walk in full parinership
with each other. Fels and other species would thrive, and the river would be restored to good health,

3. We ive in a time when humans are being asked to make a choice: continue to develop and exploit resources and
face grave consequences as a species, or repair the damage we have done and restore the water, tand, air, animals,
and people to a state of health. We rmust start tiving in harmony with our envirenment if we want to have any hope for
our future.

Be an the right side of history. Start making choices which honour he land and the peopie from whom i was stolen,
and stari consulting and working in parinership with First Nations peopte. It's the ethical thing to do. Failure 1o do so
will have grave consequences for all, and that includes your children and grandchildren,

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Brown-Commanda (Siein)

O



Written submission to City of Ottawa Planning Committee

Request for submission registered with Christopher Zwierzchowski, delivered by hand.

{ am writing to register my position on the proposed Official Plan and Zoning By-law modifications.
Date: 2014 10 01 File: ASC2014-PAJ-PGM-0181

| respectfully disagree with the current planning and the processes guiding it, as it pertains to the area
along the Ottawa River known traditionally as the Sacred Chaudiére Falls and Island site.

Specifically, the City’s Planning Committee has received recommendations by the City Planner, Hieu
Nguyen to amend the Official Plan and approve modifying the zoning by-law for the Chaudiére and
Albert Island- 3 and 4 Booth Street, Ottawa, Oniario. | do not agree.

| stand in opposition to these changes on numerous grounds, many of which have been cited in the
extensive package submitied by Romola V. Thumbadoo, Coordinator, Circle of All Nations.

| humbly support the vision of the much beloved late elder, William Commanda, Order of Canada
recipient and holder of the Key to the City of Ottawa for an indigenous healing centre to be created
and the falls to be freed, and the space o be remediated, nurtured, and available fo all Canadians
and visitors. | support the vision that brings all people of all beliefs and colours fogether in nature to
heal any broken bonds amongst us, fo be able to feel peace and love and feel the earth in ways that
will allow us to remember our role as Canadians on the world stage- the peace makers.

Many people have indicated they had no knowledge of the weighty subject being addressed here
today, or the decisions that may be endorsed and then addressed by City Councit October 8. My
question here is, what processes are being followed to ensure there is public consultation and
consultation with First Nations on these very imporiant changes, especially considering, it is noted
that this is all unceded territory?

Who represents the interests of all Canadians, of all First Nations from the Rockies {o the East Coast
and across Turile Island, for this sacred space, Askinabka, that holds so much significant history?
After all the attempts at reconciliation within and all the challenges of war locking out, it seems a
national place of healing is even more relevant than ever for Canada and our First People in this time.
Imagine a large urban park, a place of life and loving community, of green space and restorative
waterways; of peace, learning, sharing and healing.

it is common knowledge for most people involved with these waters and lands that this small park
area and flow and falls of the Oftawa River, including the areas used and damaged by Domtar and
Scott Paper, in the heart of the National Capital core, bordering the cities of Gatineau and Ottawa, is
a sacred peaceful place, who's history pre-dates contact with the early French and English settlers.



it was Queen Victoria who put her name to Victoria Island and it was meant for the original ‘owners’
or caretakers of the Jand 1o remain in control and possession of it.

A large majority of the global community agree that the atrocities against the First People of Canada
were inhumane. In fact, many generations still live today with the effects of intergenerational trauma
due o the residential schoo! systems that forced children to leave their famities and often times
endure hotrible treaiment by so-called well-meaning people of the day. Mot to mention the outlawing
of ceremonies and traditional religious practices that haunted the people for generations.

Many Canadians agree, we have done 100 much damage to our natural treasures, our water and
forests and langds. Every day, Ottawa hears the weather report on CBC radio from the Maniwaki,
Quebec reading, yet many still have no knowledge of the hardships people face in this area. Wha
here knows that the water on Kitigan Zibi is not fit to drink and the years of washing with it has taken
its toll on many?

Fbelieve if people are allowed 1o conduct ceremonies and meetings on this sacred land and alongside
the Ottawa River, with the proposed structures, and healing centre, it will be assisted with its recovery
of its spirit and in turn Ottawa and Canada will be in a position to host the world in our urban park of
peace and healing which in the end will result in a multitude of long term benefits for a farger group of
people than condo development could ever bring.

Imagine the power of the Sacred Chaudiére Falls as described by the people who heard her roar
before the damaging dam. Itis such a source of power beyond our understanding. The technology
exists to stifl generate hydro power and ieave the falls free. Freeing the falls will not only provide a
top world fourist attraction, but it will aid the cause of the endangered species, the American Eel, who
will be abie to travel freely in this part of the river.

Ottawa is the capital city of one of the most popular peace loving and promoting nations i_h the world,
which is highly sought after by visitors and those seeking safe places to live. Mother Earth is calfing

Thank you.
2atti Butler



Tuesday, September 30, 2014
Dear Mr. Zwierzchowski,

It is imperative that the islands in the Ottawa River, from Chaudiere Island to Victoria , Island retain
their zone designation as a park. These islands are the sacred sites for religious ceremonies for the
Anishnawbe Peoples from the Atlantic Coast to the Rocky Mountains and to many areas south into
the United States of America . The Anishnawbe Peoples are some 65 Nations across Canada , who
speak various dialects of the Algonquin language. These Isiands were the Islands of Fire where
people came together in peace and gave offerings to the “Great Kettle” a whirlpool at the foot of
Chaudigre Falls . The Algonquin Nation was the Host Nation which brought people together in
peace with each other and in peace with their Mother, the Earth, for thousands of years.

It is a sacrilege to all First Nations People that the site was defaced by industry, which has almost
destroyed the abundant rescurces of fish and eels of the Ottawa River, and polluted the water, which
is the source of all life throughout the Ottawa basin. Now that our economy has moved from the
industriaf age to the information age, industry is not the primary source of the Canadian economy,
and these islands must be returned to the religious ceremonies of which the Anishnawbe people as
well as their neighbors have carried out for thousands of years. The Anishnawbe Peoples opened
their hearts to the new comers and shared their land and resources with them.

It is shameful that the First Nations have been denied access to the Falls and the Great Kettle for the
last 100 years, especially given the fact that this site is unceded Algonquin land, and their rights to
this sacred territory have been denied. Since the use of heavy industry is over, on these historical
sites, the First Nations People wish to continue to have guardianship of these sites.

William Commanda, who held the sacred wampum belts of the Anishnawbe Peoples, has the support
of the Elders of the Algonquin Nation, the Elders of the Anishnawbe Nations, the Assembly of First
Nations and most of the First Nations leaders across Canada as well as the United States . His vision
of a Circle of All Nations, of a cultural of peace, placed in a park-like setting on the islands, all have
access to the falls, properly planned for First Nations religious ceremonies, is a vision not only
support by all First Nations, but many Canadian citizens who want fo create a new relationship, a
new partnership, with the Indigenous Peoples of Canada.

I have worked with William Commanda and the National Capital Commission since 1984, and have
made a commitment to bring this National vision of our Indigenous People, which is a symbol of
peace and Reconciliation, to the heart of our Capital on Confederation Boulevard , which I
contributed to as the architect of the Canadian Museum of History. Changing the zoning on this site
to atlow for a housing development is another historical act that shows no respect for the Indigenous
People have been guardians of this land for thousands of years, This is the time for all Canadians

14 Lodge Road, Ottawa, On, K2C 3HE, T: §13.440.2262, F: 613.440.2187, d.cardinal@dicarchitect com




and the First Nations People, to come together with peace and reconciliation. On behalf of the
people of Canada we request that you make the right decision to keep this site zoned as a park for all
Canadians and their international guests to enjoy forever.

Y ours respectfully,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

DOUGLAS CARDINAL, O, U, PELD. (H.C). B.AARCH.

0.A.A, S.AA, AAA, ALBC, LAA, NCARB, RCAA.FRALC, FRALS, FRS.C.
PRINCIPAL

DOUGLAS CARDINAL ARCHITECT, INC

14 Lodge Road, Ottawa, On, K2C 3H1, T: 613.440.2262, F: 613.440.2187, d.cardinal @djcarchilecl.com




S
Ottawa, September 30™, 2014

In Response to the Official Plan and Zoning — 3 and 4 Booth Street / Chaudiére & Albert Isiands
To Whom it May Concern,
At the City of Ottawa

i lived in Ottawa since a cold January 5%, 1984. 1 have lived more than half my life here and never felt the desire to live
anywhere else; Ottawa is beautiful! The rivers carved by nature, the green that surrounds us, the amazing engineering and
architecture fike the canal and parliament hill, the thriving cultural life of the national museums and the embassles... Ottawa
is amazing!

And yet.. we cringe witnessing the insipid souliess urban sprawl, we wonder what happened at LeBreton Flats and
Lansdowne Park. Horrific developments. And now we are facing the most daring, most aggressive, most exploitive urban
development of them all: the development suggested by Windmill in the Sacred Chaudiére Isfand and beyond.

Do you understand why | called it SACRED Chaudiére Island? Do you know of Grandfather William Commanda’s Vision for
the Sacred Islands, the very heart of the Nation's Capital? He received the Key of City of Ottawa in 2006. Do you know of the
Prophesy of the Wampum Belts he carried? Do you know Douglas Cardinal (architect of the Canadian Museum of Civilization,
now of History) has been commissioned to work on the site since 1980's as 3 Vision for Canada’s Capital? It is to create an
international focus for the practice of sustainability, peace and reconciliation with the Earth and all cultures. Can you
comprehend the historical and cultural legacy and responsibility the City of Ottawa gntitles?

it seems there is a lot the City of Ottawa doesn’t know, or doesn’t want to understand. Even the national rauseurn of Canada
is rewriting Canadian History starting not from contact, but the arrival of the First Nations to the land in the last lce Age. i¥'s
time to recognize that Canada is founded as a Colony between the French, the English and the welcome generosity of the
First Peoples’ of Canada. While other colonies have gained independence through war, Canada managed to negotiate a
Nation State. Why? What makes us so different? Digging a bit in Canadian History we realize that it has to do with the nature
of our relationship with the Anishinaabe, the largest indigenous group in Canada. Chaudiére Falls, and all the islands in the
vicinity (Chaudigre, Albert, and Victoria Islands) are sacred to the Anishinaabe of alf Canada and the USA. This is their
Religious Site, a pilgrimage site, and great offence was done to them by desecrating it with industry. Now they want to
desecrate it further by urbanizing it.

What does this mean? Why is this site so important? What is the issue that is so vital to the Indigenous Peoples and many
settlers? As a European indigenous living in Canada I have learned so much from the Anishinaabe! Why should the City of
Ottawa wish to preserve the integrity of the Islands? What is the message of Grandfather William Commanda that is so vital
if we are to survive the 21% century’s climatoiogical and human devastation?

{ urge the Counselors and Officials of the City of Ottawa to inform yourselves and understand the deep and controversial
issues at hand; the cultural and historical moment we are living at the moment. | urge you to rethink the zoning of the
islands. Property taxes withstanding, it will be far more lucrative to the City Of Ottawa to put the city in the map as a truly
world-class destination as the true Green City Capital of the world. Learn of Grandfather Willism Commanda’s proposal to
the site. Listen to his message. | urge you to arrange a special presentation by Douglas Cardinal and his associates to present
Witliam Commanda’s Vision of the site. You have the opportunity to continue the exploitation and colonizing agendas of the
few, or be part of the solution as humanity works hard to create a safe world for our children and grandchildren. We are all
making History here.

In Hope and Reconciliation,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

idoia Arana-Beobide de Cardinal

Resident of Ottawa, Emigrant, Property Owner, Basque {Indigenous Peoples of the World}



@

From: Harder, Jan

Sent: Thursday, October 02, 2014 7:51 AM

To: 'Calvin Clime'; Hume, Peter E; Zwierzchowski, Christopher
Subject: RE: Development of Chaudiére and Albert Islands

Thank you for taking the time to write. 1 will make sure that Planning Committee receives a copy
and your fetter will be included
fan

From: Calvin Clime

Sent: October 02, 2014 6:28 AM

To: Hume, Peter E; Harder, Jan

Subject: Development of Chaudiére and Albert Islands

Dear Peter Hume and Jan Harder;

I am writing out of concern and opposition to the development plans for Chaudiere and
Albert Island.
This will impact the sacred land of the Algonquin/Asinabka Peoples.

I know about how the land has been purchased by Windmill Developers who plan to build
approximately 1200 residential units, 4,800 square meters for retail, 17,000 metres for office,
and a hotel are proposed to be Jocated on Chaudiére and Albert Islands,

Grandfather William Commanda spiritual leader of the Algonquin Asinabka peoples of
North America was promised by former Chairs of the National Capital Commission Jean
Pigott and Marcel Beaudry that this sacred unceeded land of the Algonquin Asinabka
Peoples, would be honoured by having an “Indigenous Peace Ecology Centre™ built on
Asinabka Island, also known as Victoria Island.

In November 2010 the City of Ottawa endorsed this project. Why is this now being reneged
upon? It is absolutely wrong.

1t was always assumed that the NCC would be acquiring the islands and that they would be
developed under their direction. For Historical, Traditional, Legal, and Moral reasons we
must protect our rich heritage for future generations.

We should clean up the mess that industrialization has left and leave this area with our First
Nations. '

Will you honour the City's commitment to return this land to its rightful owners, the
Algonquin People?

Sincerely,

Calvin Climie



From: Julie Comber

Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 4:01 PM

To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher

Subject: Objection to rezoning Chaudiére Island Windmil's proposed

development

Dear Mr. Zwierzchowski,

Please forward my written submission to the City of Ottawa Planning Committee,
(that is meeting Thursday Oct 2nd 9:30am at City Halll). | wish to register my
objection to the proposed rezoning of Chaudiére islands which would allow the
Windmill condominium development to proceed. This area is sacred to the Algonguin
and other aboriginal peoples. It was meant to be neutral ground, where people could
meet and perform ceremonies. It was not meant to be a place for people to live and
shop, as per Windmill's proposal.

Giving the go-ahead to build condos on these islands would negatively impact
achieving the full vision of late Algonquin spiritual leader Grandfather William
Commanda to have a sacred site. See the Asinabka website for more:
http://asinabka.com. And more about the Falls here: hitp://albertdumont.com/the-
kettle-of-boiling-waters-chaudiere-falls-algonauin-territory/

It is time to respect our aboriginal peoples, and to achieve the vision for Indigenous
& Peace Centres on sacred islands at Chaudiere Falls. This would be a wonderful
project for Ottawa, our Nation's capital.

Sincerely,

Julie

Jutie Comber
PhD Candidate, Facully of Education
University of Ottawa/Université d'Oltawa




From: Chuck and Janet Commanda

Date: October 1, 2014

Attention: Mrs. Hieu Nguyen, Planner and Mr. Christopher
Zwierzchowski, Committee Coordinator

Planning and Growth Management Depariment

City of Ottawa

Re: ACS2014-PAI-PGM-01810fficial Plan and Zoning By-law
Amendments — 3 and 4 Booth Street ~ Chaudiere and Albert
Islands

We submit this letter in writing as notice of our interest and concerns and
objections to the proposals to be discussed at a public meeting tomorrow October 2,
2014. We will do our best to attend the meeting tomorrow but either way we wish
to be kept informed of any decisions or other information associated with
tomorrows meeting and to be added as a party to the hearing of any appeal
including the Ontario Municipal Board.

We are an Algonquin couple. 1, Chuck Commanda am an Algonquin member of the
Kitigan Zibi First Nation and I, Janet Commanda is a metis with Anishnabe ancestors.

Chuck Commanda: My grandfather is Doctor William Commanda, Algonquin Elder,
Officer of the Order of Canada, recipient of the Key to the City of Ottawa and many
other awards during his lifetime. He was the founder of a Circle of All Nations an
organization based in Ottawa with which I have been active with for many years. I
am a master birch bark canoe builder and basket maker thanks in large part to my
grandfather.

The need for reconciliation has been underscored by our people for centuries and
now it is additionally represented by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission who
have identified in their interim report the priority for education of Canadians about
our shared history and the rich cultures of the Indigenous peoples.

Both Janet and I have spent the last few years working with youth in schools and
other settings sharing our rich culture through birch bark canoe building and
basket making. The experience has been very rewarding but we see first hand that
there is a long way to go to achieve a reconciliation our future generations deserve
to live in a world where as my grandfather’s vision directed; A Circle of All Nations a
Culture of Peace.



Janet Commanda: I'm concerned that despite a deep oral history and extensive
documentation of the sacred nature of these islands to Algonquin and other
Indigenous peoples it is proposed to amend the City of Ottawa Official plan and
change the zoning by-law from uses that are compatible with that history and
conflict with commitments by previous Canadian governments and the City of
Ottawa to share and implement Dr. William Commanda’s vision for a National
indigenous Centre and a naturalized park that respects the sacred islands.

These islands have been the source of Indigenous celebrations. prayer and healing
activities involving Algonquins, other Indigenous peoples and in recent times people
from all parts of Canada and guests from throughout the world. Besides the rich oral
history of Indigenous peoples about the sacred nature of this special area in the
heart of Canada’s capital Samuel de Champlain and Philemon Wrights sister among
many others witnessed their sacred Indigenous use.

We hope you will respect Chaudiére, Albert and Victoria Islands as they should be
respected.

Chi Miigwetch,
Chuck and Janet Commanda



From: Earl Commanda

Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 3:05 PM
To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher
Subject: In opposition

Mr. Zwierzchowski, {City of Ottawa)

1 oppose the rezaning proposal for two of the islands (also known as Victoria Island) that would allow
the Windmill condominium development.

Giving the go-ahead to building condominiums on these islands would detrimentally impact the abitity
to achieve the full vision of the late Algonquin spiritual leader Grandfather William Commanda for this
religious / sacred site and for ail of Ottawa Aboriginal community that see's this place as a sacred
place in the Nation's Capital.

tn Solidarity

Earl Commanda

Cjibway Nation

NOTICE: This email message, including any attachments, is confidential, subject to
copyright and may be privileged. Any unauthorized use or disclosure is prohibited.

AVIS: Le présent message, incluant toute pigce jointe, est confidentiel, protégé par des droits
d'auteur et peut contenir des renseignements privilégiés. L'utilisation ou la communication
non autorisée de ces renseignements est interdite.




From: Natatia Crowe

Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2014 9:40 PM

To: Hume, Peter E; Harder, Jan; Stephen Blais; Bloess, Rainer;
Chiarelli, Rick; Hobbs, Katherine; Hubley, Allan; Monette, Bob;
Qadri, Shad; Tierney, Timothy; Watson, Jim (Mayor/Maire);
Zwierzchowski, Christopher; Nguyen, Hieu

Ce: :

Subject: City of Ottawa Planning Committes: Honour Grandfather
Commanda's Vision for Chaudiere Island and Asinabka {Victoria
island) in the Nation's Capital

Attachments: asinabka-bn-brochure-final-french-eng.pdf; Letter to City of
Ottawa Planning Committee Re Grandfather Commanda Vision
for Chaudiere island and Asinabka (Victoria {sland) - September
30, 2014.pdf

September 30, 2014
City of Ottawa
Pianning Committee

Cc: Circle of All Nations
Kokomvilie Academy
Ottawa Riverkeeper
Ecology Ottawa
uQttawa Environmental Law Clinic
uOttawa Aboriginal Law Students' Association
uOttawa Environmental Law Students' Association

Re: Oppose the amendment to the Lebreton Flats Central Area Secondary
Plan, Honour Algonqguin Elder William Commanda’s Vision for Chaudiére
Island and Asinabka {Victoria Island) in the Nation’s Capital

Dear Planning Commitiee Members,

I am writing to ask you to oppose on October 2, 2014 the amendment to the
Lebreton Flats Central Area Secondary Plan. To date, the developer, Windmill
Development Group, has not incorporated the Vision of the late Algonguin
Grandfather William Commanda, Member of the Order of Canada and holder of the
Keys to the City of Ottawa. | am one of the many people who fully support
Grandfather Commanda's four-part Vision for Chaudiére Island and Asinabka
{Victoria Island), a copy of which is attached in English (page 1) and in French (page
2).




Grandfather Commanda’s Vision calls for 1) Building an Indigenous Centre, 2)
Building a Peace Building Centre, 3) Creating an Educational Eco-City Park and
Historic Interpretive Centre and 4) Freeing Chaudiére Falls.

On December 30, 2013,  wrote to Rodney Wilts of Windmill Development Group and
provided Mr. Wilts with a copy of Grandfather Commanda's Vision for Chaudiére
Island and Asinabka (Victoria Istand). My December 2013 letter to Mr. Wilts is below
in the body of this email.

It is unacceptable that Windmill's development proposal presented on pages 67-81
in the Cultural Heritage Impact Statement does not incorporate nor make reference
to Grandfather Commanda’s Vision.

| asked the Windmill Development Group and now ask the City of Ottawa to ensure
that any development on Chaudiére Island and Asinabka (Victoria island) - which as
you know, is on unceded Algonquin Territory - happens in accordance with
Grandfather Commanda's Vision, Article 32 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples and the Supreme Court of Canada’s recent decision in
Tsithgot'in Nation v. British Columbia.

Please support Grandfather Commanda's Vision for Chaudiére Island and Asinabka
(Victoria Island), which according to Grandfather Commanda and to so many others
fike myself "...offers a unique opportunity to correct mistakes of history and look
towards the future.”

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Natalia Crowe JD MES BAHons

—————————— Forwarded message --------~

From: Natalia Crowe

Date: 30 December 2013 20:21

Subject: Comment Re: Les lles Planning Proposal - Chaudiere Falls/Asinabka (Victoria
Island)

To: rodnev(@windmilldevelopments.com

Ce: Meredith Brown <keeper@otiawariverkeeper.ca>, Aboriginal Law Students Association
University of Ottawa <alsa.uofo@email.cuizi, ELSA Executive / AEDE Exécutif




~glsa.execulifdamail.com™, ben.powless@ecologvottawa.ca, Jacob Wawate
<jacob wawatiefmkokomvilleacademy,.com>,

December 30, 2013

Windmill Developments
Rodney Wilts
Partner

Ce:

Ottawa Riverkeeper

Ecology Ottawa

uOttawa Aboriginal Law Students® Association

uOttawa Environmental Law Students’ Association

Indigenous Peoples Caucus, Peoples” Social Forum

Earth Warrior Standing Circle/Aki Cimaginicik Wakagabwiwin

Dear Mr. Wilts,
Re: Les Iles Planning Proposal

As an indigenous law student, 1 am writing to thank you and your team at Windmill
Development group for meeting with citizens of the Algonquin Nation over Les lles Planning
Proposal to be presented to Ottawa City Hall and Gatineau City Hall for consideration this

spring.

[ ask that the Windmill Development Group continue to work closely with the Algonquin
Nation, especially with the Elders, on how to honour and protect the sacred Chaudiere Falls
and Asinabka (Victoria Island) and realize the vision for an Indigenous Centre. Doing so will
respect Article 32 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (see
attachiment), the international standard for obtaining the Algonquin Peoples’ free, prior and
informed consent to develop lands and resources in Ottawa and Gatineau, which as you
know, is on unceded Algonquin territory.

To honour our collective responsibilities and shared home, I encourage you and your team to
read about the vision for Chaudiere Falls and Asinabka (Victoria Island) expressed by the late
Algonquin Elder William Commanda (sce attachment), recipient of the Order of Canada and
holder of the Keys to the City of Ottawa, as well as about the sacredness of Chaudiere Falls
and Asinabka (Victoria Island) by Algonquin Elder Albert Dumont (link to article here). [
support this sacred Algonquin vision and hope you will too.

Thanks again and best wishes to Windmill Developments.



Sincerely,

Natalia Crowe, MES

O Candidate (20145

University of Oifawa

Wichi Sipi (Otiawa River) Valley
Unceded Algonguin Territory



September 30, 2014

City of Ottawa
Planning Committee

Cc: Circle of All Nations
Kokomville Academy
Ottawa River Keeper
Ecology Ottawa
uQttawa Aboriginal Law Students' Association
uOttawa Environmental Law Students' Association

Re: Oppose the amendment to the Lebreton Flats Central Area
Secondary Plan, Honour Algonquin Elder William Commanda’s Vision
for Chaudiére Island and Asinabka {Victoria Island} in the Nation’s
Capital

Dear Planning Committee Members,

| am writing to ask you to oppose the amendment to the Lebreton Flats
Central Area Secondary Plan. To date, the developer, Windmill
Development Group, has not incorporated the Vision of the late Algonguin
Grandfather William Commanda, Member of the Order of Canada and
holder of the Keys to the City of Ottawa. | am one of the many people who
fully support Grandfather Commanda’s four-part Vision for Chaudiére
Istand and Asinabka (Victoria Island), a copy of which is attached in
English (page 1) and in French (page 2).

Grandfather Commanda’s Vision calls for 1) Building an Indigenous
Centre, 2) Building a Peace Building Centre, 3) Creating an Educational
Eco-City Park and Historic Interpretive Centre and 4) Freeing Chaudiére
Falls.

On December 30, 2013, | wrote to Rodney Wilts of Windmill Development
Group and provided Mr. Wilts with a copy of Grandfather Commanda’s
Vision for Chaudiére Istand and Asinabka (Victoria Island). My December
2013 letter to Mr. Wilts is below in the body of this email.

It is unacceptable that Windmill's development proposal presented on
pages 67-81 in the Cultural Heritage Impact Statement does not
incorporate nor makes reference to Grandfather Commanda’s Vision.



| asked the Windmill Development Group and now ask the City of Ottawa
to ensure that any development on Chaudiere Island and Asinabka
(Victoria Island) - which as you know, is on unceded Algonguin Territory -
happens in accordance with Grandfather Commanda’s Vision, Article 32 of
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Supreme
Court of Canada’s recent decision in Tsilhgot'in Nation v. British Columbia.

Please support Grandfather Commanda's Vision for Chaudiére Island and
Asinabka (Victoria Island), which according to Grandfather Commanda and
to so many others like myself "...offers a unique opportunity to correct
mistakes of history and look towards the future."

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Natalia Crowe JD MES BAHons
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A CIMCLE OF ALL MATIONMS

PROPOSAL FOR A SPECIAL

R NATIONAL HISTORIC CENTRE Dr Willam Commands, oC
AT ASINABKAICHAUDIERE FALLS, OTTAWA, CANADA

Aprepoess] for develepment of a special National
Historie Centre at the sacred Chaudiére Falls,
Ottawa, Canada

ISSUE:

The vision calls for a fully inclusive Chty Park,
Historic interpretative Site, Conference Centre and
Aboriginal Centre at the Sacred Site of
Asinabln/Chaudiére Falls, Chaudiére and Victoria
1slands, within the Nation's Capital

BACKGROUND;

Since the arrival of Samuel de Champlain in this
area in 1613, the arez sround the Chaudiére Fails
has been acknowledged as a sucred meeting place

of great imporiance to indigenous peoples, having
been used as such for easily five thousand years.
Indeed, it is one of the earliest siles of human
occupation in this country, Later, it served as a
significant meeting place with the carliest settlers,
the French and the English, Today the world finds
home on its shores.

This special area holds singular sacred,
archeeological and historic vaiug, and has been the
stte of cultural convergence, political evolution,
and interanationally infiuential industrial
development and innovation over the past
centuries.

The Qttawa River Hervitage Designation History
celebrates this remarkable bheritage of the
watershed, and the heart of the story lies here in
Ottawa/Hull, at the meeting place of three sivers,
with the mighty Ottawa, the beritage river of the
Algonquins, connecting with the Gatineau from the
Province of Quebec and the Rideau from the
Province ef Ontario.

Eider William Commanda, a trilingual Algonguin

from Quebec, recently honoured by the Universisy i J;ifgfgﬂ,,
of Ottawa with the preseniation of un Honorary : ﬁ?‘,i‘;ﬁ‘é‘iﬁ;ﬁ‘

Poctorate Degree, and in June 2000, presented with
the Key o the Cily of Odawa, a remarkable,
internationally recognized man with a passionate
interest in the environment, this country and all its
citizens, arl founder of the Circle of Al Nations,
holds a broad vision {or the entire args focused oa
two themes that predominate in his work: Respect
for the Mother Earth and Racial Harmony and
Peace-building, Today, the environmental crisis
and war are our greatest nafional preoceupations
and challenges.

THE ACTIVITY:

Br. Commanda's bold four-fold vision calis for
1) Freeing the Chaudiére Falls,
2) Creating # City Park & Historic Interpretive Centre
3) Buiiding a Peace Building Meeting Site, and
4) Buiiding an Aboriginal Centre

DETAILS:

1. 1t is a vision of potemtially significant intcrnational influence for symbolic
reconcifiation with Nature, both water and land, by undamming the sacred Chauditre
Falls to the extent possible, and returning it to its former magnificence; planting the
Chauditre island with frees and creating #n educational eco-city park in the besrt

of the country, expressive of both of its history,
and its future, offering & modern day reclaimed
green sanctuary snd pow wow grounds to offset
coperele wrban sprawl; it sise calls for
developing a histeric interpretative cestre to
commemorate the history of settlement presad
post contact: ceremony, ancient trade roufes,
exchange of geods, logping, hydro clectric power,
indusirial development, inventions eic.

2. Consistent with the angient history as
meeting place, and current need for creative
meeting spaces designed to serve as collaborative
think tanks for reflective contemplation on global
and local issues during this UN Decade for
Culture of Peace, for international cross-cultorel
exchange and fraining, the remaining portisn of
the vision calls for a Tipi Fillage pod-style
conference hotel an the western portion of Victoria
Jsland, filly accessible within the core area of the
capital city.

3, Finaily, for almost four decades, the Esstern
postion of Victoria Island bas been designated the
site for an Aboriginal Centre; over the past eight
vears, Elder Commanda has worked to develop a
visien for the Centre; Aboriginal Architect
Douglas Cardinal, with support from Canadian
Heritage, developed the conceptual architectural
plens to the Level B; Elder Commanda
negotinied = draft Memorandum to Cabinet with
a consultant for the National Capital
Commission, and at the Circle of Al Natiens
International Gathering of August 2006, the
NCC expressed full support for this propesal.

4. The entire site will be & great sttraction for
Aboriginal peoples, citizens of the eities of Ottaws
and Gatineay, the country at farge, children, new
Canadians and international tourtsts,

5. Though damaged over the years, the sucred
Chaudiére site of the Algonquin Peoples remains a
beautifisl natural and national treasure waiting to be
recognized and honoured,

6. Eider Commanda's vision alse offers & unique
oppurtanity to Correct Mistakes af History and Look
Fowards the Future.

7. It is recognized that this work spans many
federal departments, jurisdictions and responsibility
centres. It needs a collective and collaborative
national will and Jeadership 1o create the momentum
for its successful realization.

TIME FRAME:

The timing is propitious for the bestowing a lasting national und indeed international
legacy commermorative of the UN Decade for 2 Cultere of Peace, in anticipation of two
key dates: 2010, when the weorld comes to Canada for the Olympics, and 4 June, 2013, the
four huadredth year anniversary of the arrival of Champlain in this area (June being also
the time Hertage Rivers Day is celebrated). UPDATE: Now projected for 2617,

ACTION REQUESTED:

Widespread endorsement of this fully inchusive proposal through the establishment of a
multi disciplinary task force to develop the implementation plan for the Sacred Site.

Send your message of support to pm@Epm.ge.ca and circleofalin stions@sympatico.ca
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ACIRCLE OF ALL NATIONS
A CULTURE OF PEACE

PROPOSITION D'UN CENTRE
HISTORIQUE NATIONAL

Dr, Willilam Commanda, OC

AUX ASINABKAICHUTES DE LA CHAUDIERE, OTTAWA (CANADA)

Le projet d'aménagement d'un Centre historigue
national au sife sacré des chutes de ts Chaudidre &
Ottawa

VISION:

Cette vision s¢ compose de laménagement d'un site
complet qui comprendreit un parc municipal, un site
dlinterprétation historique, un centre de conférences ainsi
qu'un centre autochtone sur kes lieux sacrés d'Asinabka
{ies clutes de la Chaudiére et Ies les Chaudiére et
Victoria), en plein coeur de Ja eapitale nationale.

HISTORIQUE:

Depuis Parrivée de Samuel 8e Champlain dans cette
région en 1613, les licux qui entourent les chutes de la
Chaudiére ont été reconnus cosnme £fant des licux sacrés
de rencontre pour les peuples autocktones, lieux qui sont
d'une grande iImportance pour eux puisgue cet usage date
d'au moins cing mille ans. En effet, il s'agit de 'un des
plus anciens sites occupds par des humains au pays. Plus
tard, cet endroit a également servi de lieu de rencontre
avee les premiers pionniers, les Frangals et les Anglais,
Aujourd'hut, le monde entier pourrait y trouver un lica de
rencontre, un ¢hez soi,

Cet endroit speécial est imbu d'une valeur singuiidre,
puisquil s'agit dune valeur gui est & Ia fois sacrée,
srchéologigue et historigue; c'est un lien de
convergences, oit I'évolution politique et I'nnovation et
le développement industriels se sont fait sentir & I'échelie
interpationale au cours des derniers siécles.

L'histoire de la désignation patrimoninle de larividre des
Qutapuais céltbre l¢ patrimoine remarquable de ce
bassin important et le caur de cette histoire se refrouve
ici, & Otawa/Hull, ob trois rivitres se rencontrent @ la
majestueuse Kitchissipi (rividgre des Qutaounsis/Ottawz
river}, rividre patrimoniale des Algonquins, dans laquelle
se jettent b riviére Gatineau du c6té québéeois et larividre Rideas ducbté ontarien,

L'ainé William Commuanda, un Algonguin wilingue vivant au Québec, & qui PUniversité
d'Ottawa a récemment rendu hommage en lui présentant un Doctorat honoraire, etd quila
ville d'Ofawa a remis, 4 '4té 2006, la Clef de la ville d'Ottawa, est un homme
remarquable, connu 4 Téchelle imernationale &t qui posséde upe passion pour
'environnement, pour ce prys-ck ¢t pour tous ses citoyens, Ayant fondé Je Cercle de toutes
les nations (Chrele of All Nations), it eudtive une vision densemble pour la région dont
'emphase repose sur deax principes qui guident toujours son fravail : le respect de notre
Meére ta Terre et Ia culture de 1 paix, de Yharmonie inter-raciale, Aujourdhui, la crise
eovironnementate et la guerre sont nos prévccupations et nos défis les plus impertants.

ACTIVITES:

L vision coursgeuse du De. Commanda comporte quatre €iéments principaux :
i) Lalibération des chutes de la Chaudiére

2)  Lacréation d'un pare municipal et d'un centre d'interprétation historique
3 Luconstruction d'un centre de conférences vouéd fa Paix

4)  Laconstruction d'un cenire autochtone

DETAILS:

i, Le démantéiement de In dame des chutes sacrées de la Chaudidre, dans Ia
mesure du possible, et la restauration de l'ancienne majesté de ces chutes, oni le potentiel
d'avoir une influence internationale comme symhbole de réconciliation avec lanature, d Ix
fois avec 'eau et avec la Terre, En plantant des arbres et en eréant un parc écologique
éducatif sur File Chaudiére, en piein coear du pays, Ihistoire et le futur trouverajent leur

place, cite d cbte, dans ce retour contemporain d'un
sanctaaire de verdure et d'un terrain de pow wow,
adoucissant aussi les ¢tendues de béton du centre-ville,
Un centre d'interprétation historique y
commeémorerait Phistoire de la région avant et aprés le
contact avee les Européens : les cérémonies, les
anciennes routes d'échange, la coupe du bois, le
développement hydroélectrique et industrie!, Ies
inrventions, eic., toutes choses qui font lx yichesse de cette
région.

2. Afinderespecter l'ancienneté de cetendroit comme
liew de reocemire et pour wépondre aux besoins
vontemporains ¢ Heux propices pour réfléchir et
collaborer & la recherche de solutions aux questions
jocales et mondiales de Pheure en cette Décennie
internationale pour une culiure de la paix de 'ONU, la
vision propose un centre de conférences prenant la forme
d'un hdte] modulaire busé sur le modéle d'un village de
tipis dans Ja partie ouest de Uile Victoria, favorisant des
séances de formation ot deys échanges inter-culturels
internationaux, towt & fait accessibles, en plein corur de la
capitale.

3. Enfin, depuis presque quatre décennies, la partie est
de File Victoria est désignée comme site pour un centre
autochtone; au cours des huit dernidres annces, ainé
Commanda a travaillé & metire au point une vision pour
cecentre : {'architecie sitochtone Douglas Cardinal, avec
fappui de Pairimoine canadien, a élaboré des plans
architecturass de niveau B; I'siné Commanda 2 négocié
1z présentation d'un projet de loi au Cabinet avee un
conseiller de la Commission de la capitale nationale
{CCN), et au mois d'soit 2006, lors de la rencontre
internationale du Cercle de toutes les nations, la CCN a
exprimé son plein appuoi pour ce projet.

4,  Lesite entier sera d'un grand attrait pour les peuples
autochtones, pour les citoyens de Gatincau et &'Ottawa,
pour tous les cifoyens cunadiens, les enfants, les
nouveaux citoyens et les visiteurs de partout dans le
monde.

3. Bienqu'endommagé au cours des ans, le site de Ja Chandiére, site sacré des peuples
Algonquins, demeure un trésor national taturg] d'une grande beaaté, qui n'attend que
d'étre reconna et mis en valeun

6. La vision de I'ainé Communda offre nussi Punique possibilité de corriger des
erreurs de 'histoire et de présenter une vision d'avenir,

7. Nous reconmaissons quun projet d'une telle envergure reléve de Tautorité de
nombreux ministéres fédéraux ainsi que de divers paliers et organismes | ¢'est pourguoi
une volonté collective et un esprit de collaboration et de ieadership nationaux sont requis
pour mettre en ceuvre un tel projet et en assurer le suceds.

REALISATION:

L'heure est propice & la création d'un béritage national et méme international qui aura
longue vie, & Ia fois powr souligner ta Décennie internationale pour une culture de la paix
de 'ONU et pour marquer denx dales importantes : Yan 2010, lorsque le monde entier
viendra an Canada pour les Qlympiques et Je 4 juin 2013, le 400° anniversaire de V'arrivée
de Champlain dans cette région (le mois de juin étant aussi le mois de célébration de la
journée des riviéres patrinioniales, Herituge Rivers Day}. N.B. Maintenant pour 2017,

ACTION DEMANDEE:

- un appui répandu de cette proposition giobale et la création d'un comité de travail
mubtidisciplinaire qui sera chargé d'élaborer un plan de réalisation pour ce site sacté,
Envoyez votre message d'appul & pm@pim.ge.ca ot circleofslinationsi@sympatico.ca
ou infodpasingbka,.com,




Fram: Joel Davison Harden

Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 3:39 PM

To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher; Nguyen, Hieu

Cc: Chernushenko, David; Watson, lim {(Mayor/Maire);

Subiject; Planning Committee meeting tomorrow (and discussion of
Chaudiere Falls / Island development)

Attachments: ATTO0001 txt

Hello,

 write this email about the propoesed Chaudiere Falls / Island condominium project by Windmill Development
Group.

| am n resident of Ottawa, and Carleton University sessional instructor who lives in Capital Ward. 1 hope to
appear before the City of Ottawa Planning Commitiee tomorrow morning on this matter if I can resolve a
conflict with my teaching schedule on campus. In the event that I can't resolve this conflict, I have a question to
pose to members of the Planning Committee.

Has the Windmill Development Group or the City of Ottawa received free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC)
by the Algonquin Nation, and wider Anishanaabe Nation for this proposal? 1 ask because the proposed site is
sacred, unseeded Algonquin territory, for which development parties have an obligation to gain meaningful
consent. [ understand that Windmill has talked to Aboriginal leaders, but this does not suffice (under domestic
or international law) as an appropriate FPIC process.

Canada, as you likely know, has a woeful record in dealing with Aboriginal land claims, and it would be
unfortunate if this trend was continued in City of Ottawa development discussions. Do not "green light” this
project without due consideration for Aboriginal claims. If there isn't a clear answer about FPIC at this paint,
urge vou to delay further consideration of this project.

f would appreciate it if my question and concerns could be relayed to Planning Committee members. | offer my
thanks in advance for doing so.

Regards,

ORIGINAL SIGHED BY:
JOEL DAVISOM HARDEN
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From: Ruth Deatcher
Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 2:55 PM
To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher
Subject: in opposition

Mr, Zwierzchowski, (City of Ottawa)

| oppose the rezoning proposal for two of the islands (also known as Victoria Istand) that would allow
the Windmill condominium development,

Giving the go-ahead to building condominiums on these islands would detrimentally impact the ability
to achieve the full vision of the late Algonquin spiritual leader Grandfather William Commanda for this
religious / sacred site and for all of Ottawa Aboriginal community that see’s this place as a sacred
ptace in the Nations Capital.

in solidarity,
Ruth Deatcher
concerried citizen

member of the Mi'gMag Nation

NOTICE: This email message, including any attachments, is confidential, subject to
copyright and may be privileged. Any unauthorized use or disclosure is prohibited.

AVIS: Le présent message, incluant toute pidce jointe, est confidentiel, protége par des droits
d'auteur et peut contenir des renseignements privilégiés. L'utilisation ou la communication
non autorisée de ces renseignements est interdite.

&>
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From: jrpotvin .
Sent: Wednesday, Qctober 01, 2014 12:52 PM
To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher
Subject: Rezoning of sacred island
Good day sir

I would like to formally notify you, the City of Ottawa, and any other governing body, that 1
object to the proposed rezoning of the Algonquin traditional and ceremonial land call
Asinabka, or as you refer to as Victoria Island.

We need to recognize that these areas are sacred to the traditional peoples and we still hold
ceremony there.

Please seriously consider our voices in this open meeting. I will try to attend, otherwise
consider this my vote against rezoning for development, other than Elder William
Commanda's vision.

Migwetch

Francine Desjardins

Sent from Samsung tablet



From: Frances Deverell

Sent; Wednesday, October 01, 2014 10:28 PM

To: Nguyen, Hieu

Ce: Zwierzchowski, Christopher

Subject: Re: ACS2014-PAI-PGM-01810fficial Plan and Zoning By-law
Amendments 3 and 4 Booth Street Chaudiere and Albert
Islands

Dear Mr. Nguyen and Mr. Zwierzchowski;

t would also fike to express my personat support for the recognition of the 2006 process which Identified Chaudiere
and Albert Islands as sacred territory of the Algonguin people, unceded territory, and believe that it should be
daclared Algonguin territory for the Algonguin to decide what, if any development would take place on that island.
am opposed to any approval of development on that fand without full consultation and agreement by the Algonguin
nation.

This is an opportunity for us to redress some of the many wrengs that have been done to these people and | very
much hope we take advantage of it.

Blessings,

Rev, Frances Deverell

Retired Unitarian Minister in the Community,

Each morning we must hold out the chalice of our being to receive, to carry, and give back.

Dag Hammarskjold




@
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From: Anthony Di Virgilio
Sent; Wednesday, October 01, 2014 3:11 PM
To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher
Subject: ACS2014-PAI-PGM-0181 Official Pan and Zoning By-law

Amendments
Hi Chris,
[ spoke to you the other day, I work for Douglas Cardinal, my name is Anthony Di Virgilio.

Thank you for inviting submissions on the official plan and by-law amendments, AC52014-
PAI-PGM-0181 Official Pan and Zoning By-law Amendments - 3 and 4 Booth Street -
Chaudiére and Albert Islands. I want to go on record as objecting to the proposed
amendments.

1 feel strongly that Windmill should not be able to build on the islands. These lands belong to
the Algonquin people, as you know, and the land is unceded. It is a sacred space for the First
Nations, and 1 feel that we have taken enough from them in our Nation's history.

This tand should be enjoyed as a park, not just for those who live in Ottawa but for all
Canadians and our international guests as well. There is so much other land in Ottawa for
Windmill to develop on. I honestly don't believe that building towers on the islands is even a
good idea to begin with. The traffic on the bridge will be horrible and the land will only be
used by the dozens of wealthy people who can afford to live there, rather than the millions
who will come from all over Canada and all over the world.

Worst of all is how insulting this will be to our First Nations community. I hope that you will
make the right decision, regardless of how many paid supporters Windmill appears to have.

Best,
Anthony



From: Harder, Jan

Sent: Thursday, October 02, 2014 8:09 AM

To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher

Subject: FW: Chaudiere and Albert Island

From: On Behalf Of Kevin
Doyle

Sent: October 01, 2014 10:44 PM
To: Harder, Jan
Subject: Chaudiere and Albert Island

| am surprised to hear that such a special site in the region and such a sacred site fo our First
Peoples will be developed as just another real estate development. | hope that City Counc:E can show
more imagination and respect for a very special land and water formation,

Kevin Doyle



City of Ottawa
Contact Committee Coordinator
Christopher Zwierzchowski

Re: Proposed Re-zoning of Victoria Island & Other Islands for
Condo development

As President of First Peoples Group based in Ottawa, please accept
this letter as my written submission to register my opposition to the
proposed rezoning and development of the Victoria Island area for
condominiums and other related development.

Let me be short and to the point. The entire Ottawa area is un-ceded
and un-surrendered Algonquin Territory. You know this. Ottawa City
Council knows this. Never mind the fact that should the City of
Ottawa proceed with this they will be again disrespecting Algonguin
people — they will also be exposing taxpayers to a lengthy, expensive
legal battle that the City of Ottawa will lose.

Before any development takes place the City and any other
developer needs to do the right thing and meet with the Algonquins of
Kitigan Zibi and Pikwakanagan to discuss openly and honestly their
desire for development. Whether or not the City does the right thing
here remains {0 be seen.

Respectfully submitted,

Guy Freedman
President, www.firstpeoplesgroup.com

First Peoples Group
202-281 Dalhousie Street
Ottawa, ON KIN7ES
www firstpeoplesgroup.com

25



From: Jennifer Fletcher

Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 9:14 AM
To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher

Cc: Nguyen, Hieu

Subject: Chaudiere Falls - NO Condos on This Site
Heilo,

| am contacting you regarding the proposed plans to develop condominiums at Chaudiere
Falls. As a resident of the city of Ottawa and more importantly, someone who lives on
unceded Algonguin territory, 1 believe that developing this site would be unconscionable
because it is a site that is considered sacred by many Algonquin people. This is not just a
piece of property, this is a place that already has purpose and cannot just be “rezoned”.
Grandfather William Commanda, who has recently passed away, spent many years
championing the cause of the Chaudiere Falls being a sacred site for the Algonquin people
and a site that would bring all people together. Please, show some respect for Grandfather
Commanda's legacy and for all the people who would like to see his vision realized.

Please consult with the Algonquin people before allowing developers to steal their land.
"Purchasing" this land from the city does not make ita fair trade, it does not belong to the
city to begin with.

Thank you,

lennifer Fletcher




)
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From: 1-l Fournier
Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2014 5:50 PM
To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher; Hume, Peter E; Harder, Jan;

Stephen Biais; Bloess, Rainer; Chiarelli, Rick; Hobbs, Katherineg;
Hubley, Allan; Monette, Bob; Qadri, Shad; Tierney, Timothy;
Watson, Jim (Mayor/Maire)

Subject: message pertaining the Zoning amendments for Chaudiere and
Albert Island

Kwe/Hi/Bonjour Mr. Zwierzchowski and to whom it may concern.

Ref: ACS2014-PAI-PGM-01810fficiat Plan and Zoning By-law Amendments — 3 and 4 Booth Street ~ Chaudiere and Alberd
Isiands

My name is Jean-Luc Fournier, | am writing this letter to you today to share my deep
concerns with the proposed Zoning By-law Amendments for Chaudiere and Albert
islands.

| will start by saying that | am saddened by the lack of meaningful consultation with
the surrounding Algonquin (Anishnabeg) communities of Kitigan Zibi and Golden
Lake and also the indigenous organizations here in the city. We should all remember
the raising of the flags ceremony that happened last year at City Hall, with Mayor
Watson himself recognizing the nature and the title holders of this beautiful land we
all inhabit. Furthermore, Mayor Watson seemed committed to strengthening the
relationship with the Algonguin peoples (Anishnabeg) since he understood that these
lands were unceded and unsurrendered. This brings us to the matter of the sacred
istands (Chaudiere, Albert & Victoria) that the Algonquins (Anishnabeg)

gathered periodically at and maintained a deep and profound relationship with.
Windmill's consultation process, based on my personal experience, is a failed and
superficial attempt at taking input from the Algongquin communities, the title holders
of these islands.

It is even more infuriating when we know that people from ali walks of life have
dedicated their time and energy for the past 30 years to bring to life the vision of the
great late William Commanda; known as Grandfather by most.

Despite the fact that the development project does not directly affect the future of
Asinabka (Victoria island) we have to keep in mind that all those islands have a
special significance for the Algonquins (Anishnabeg), especially Chaudiere Island
since it is the closest from the sacred Chaudiere falls also known has Akikpautik (Sacred Pipe
Smoking).

Since time immemorial, all indigenous nations that traveled on Kich sibi (ottawa river) and
stopped by this iconic site to offer some tobacco, prayer and songs before continuing on their
travel. This relationship continues today. Even Champlain and many other wrote extensively
about the special relationship Indigenous groups had with the falls.

Now, let it be known that I am objecting such development and thé further desecration of
Anishnabe ceremonial sites on these two islands, 1 am standing with the people that wish to
bring the vision of Grandfather Commanda forth. Please show respect and uphold dignity to



the original people of these lands as they showed the same respect to your ancestors when
they first settled in the area (Ottawa-Gatineau).

Meegwetch (Thank you) for taking the time to consider my input on the matier.
Jean-luc Fournier

Artist/Cultural Ambassador
Ottawa University student



From: Sibyl Frai

Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 7:27 AM
To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher
Subiject: Development of Chaudiere and Albert Islands

Hello Christopher Zwierzchowski,

I understand that an application has been made to create an extensive development on Chaudiere and Albert
Islands. I am writing as a Canadian citizen and former Ottawa resident fo urge Ottawa City Council to turn
down this and other non-indigenous development applications, and instead o fulfill the City's commitment
made to William Commanda to build an indigenous peace centre on those lands and otherwise leave them for
indigenous peoples' use and development.

Respectiuily,

Sibyl Frei
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From: shirley gagnon _
Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 4:04 PM
To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher
Subject: condominium developments on victoria island

Mr. Zwierzchowski,

1 oppose this development on Victoria Island. There are very few green space in the
downtown core of Ottawa. Also, the vision of Grandfather William Commanda and Douglas
Cardinal will not be realized. This would a symbo! of reconciliation for the Aboriginal
peoples of Canada. As an Indian residential school student, I would very much appreciate
that this would a monument to leave our descendants to show how Canada truly wants to
reconcile the past.

Thanks,

Shirley Gagnon

AN



Peace, Unity & Reconciliation in Canada {Peace UR Canada)

The purpose of UR Canada is to pay tribute to the dream of Kindred Spirits, Martin Luther King, Ir, Victorious
Child of the Middle Passage, Nelson Mandela of the Xhosa People, the motto of Jamaica, my heritage country:
“Out of Many, One People®, William Commanda of the Algonquin People of Canada, and all who are in thelr circle,

Reconciliation Day in Ottawa, during Black History Month, acknowledges the pain of past and present conflict and calls upon
us to engage in a circle of others, in common cause, to find ways to move forward together to shape a better today and future for
our generations. (Children of all ancestries and heritages who now sing together of Canada as “Our home and native fand").

REQUEST TO: The City of Ottawa Planning Commitiee,
FROM: June Girvan, Peace, Unity & Reconciliation in Canada (Peace, UR Canada)
SUBJECT: 1oppose
Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendments ~ 3 and 4 Booth Swreet Chaudiére and Albert Islands).

I hereby request that the The City of Ottawa Planning Committee,

o protect the dream of Elder William Commanda legacy holder of the Algonquin/Asinabka Peoples, for
the Chaudiére and Albert Islands, by not favouring rezoning of this ancestral, sacred (“religious") space

= take into consideration that,

o the City of Ottawa paid public tribute to the dream of Elder William Commanda;
acknowledged his plan the Chaudiére and Albert Islands, and endorsd his proposal;

o Elder William Commanda was not able to realize his vision during his lifetime, because he
could not access the unambiguous good will, economic resources and sustained political
patronage from the City or the Federal government for this ancient heritage site;

o in keeping with the 21% century spirit and ideals (e.g. restorative justice) being pursued in the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Canada, keep the space free and clear of development
until such time as,

= those who are committed to his legacy are in a financial and political position to realise
his dream, it on his behalf, as a civic and national memorial to him; and/or

. those who seek to be developers, are willing to unambiguously commit to Elder
William Commanda’s legacy plan for legacy plan for the ancient heritage region.

We, Canadians, you and I and others, are given this opportunity to do something noble, in the spirit of
the 21% century sensibilities and ideals such as the virtue of restorative justice, being pursued through initiatives
such as the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 1ask you to enable us to seize the opportunity
given, to protect the legacy of the Algonquin/Asinabka Peoples and enable the positive possibilities envisioned
for our collective future of generations that is our inheritance from Elder William Commanda.

We do count on you, members of the Commitiee, to do the right thing by William Commanda, of the
Algonguin/Asinabka Peoples, a man who is Canada's own Martin Luther King, Jr. and Nelson Mandela.

Thank you,
Respectfully submitted by

June Girvan,
Volunteer-in-Chicf, Peace, Unity and Reconciliation in Canada (Peace, UR Canada)

Please see attached- Backgrounder
GandalTio Frodo, in R.RR Tolkien's Lord of the Rings: "All you have 10 do Is wo decide what 1o do with the time given™.



" Peace, Unity & Reconciliation in Canada {Peace UR Canada)

FO: The City of Ottawa Planning Committee
FROM: June Girvan, Peace, Unity & Reconciliation in Canada (Peace, UR Canada)

BACKGROUND TO REQUEST (Please refer to accompanying Letter of Request)
SUBJECT: | oppose - Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendments ~ 3 and 4 Booth Street (Chaudiére and Albert Islands)

WHEREAS, Elder William Commanda, legacy holder of the Algonguin/Asinabka Peoples, carried the spirit and history of
his ancestors; and was respectfully embraced as Grandfather, in his Circle, which includes persons of the diverse ancestries
who now sing together of Canada as "our home and native fand”; and

WHEREAS, Grandfather had a drean; 2 dream for Canada, centred on the Chaudiére and Albert Istands, unceded territory,
and ancestral meeting ground of the Algonquin/Asinabka Peoples who, from near and far, made the water journey
{"nilgrimage"), to gather; and

WHERFEAS, the cultural and spiritual {"religious”) significance of the Chaudiére and Albert Islands was known and
acknowledge by Samuel de Champlain in 1613 and Papineau in the 1800s, and asserted by Grandfather during Canada's
Constitution talks in 1985; and

WHEREAS, Grandfather’s dream for Canada is that one day, the Chaudidre and Albert Islands would be fully returned to
their ancestral identity, as a cultural and spiritual ("religious”) gathering place, and in the 217 century be dedicated to peace,
unity and reconciliation between and among all Canadians. This includes, First Peoples, Founding Nations, {English and
French), and peoples from the four direction on Mother Earth, who now sing of Canada as "our home and native land"; and.

WHEREAS, in 2006, the City of Ottawa gave Grandfather Elder William Commanda the key to city, paying tribute to his
dream and acknowledged his plan; and in 2010, the City endorsed his proposal; and.

WHEREAS, unfortunately, Grandfather, was not afforded the sustained support from the city of Ottawa and other
necessary political patronage to see his plan realized during his life-time; but dream did not die with him. We can make it

happen: and

WHEREAS, an idea, recently developed, for other usage of the Chaudire and Albert Islands has precipitate thoughts of
rezoning Chaudigre and Albert Islands; and

WHEREAS, your Committee has been given a historic and culturat opportunity to do something noble, in the spirit of the
21¥ century sensibilities and ideals such as the virtue of restorative justice, being pursued through initiatives
such as the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada; .

THERFORE, we entreat you to seize the opportunity given to you to protect the dream of Grandfather and
enable the positive possibilities envisioned for us and our collective future, our collective generation.

We do count on you, members of the Committee, to do the right thing by William Commanda, of the
Algonguin/Asinabka Peoples, a man who is Canada's own Martin Luther King, Jr. and Nelson Mandela.

June Girvan, for Peace, Unity and Reconciliation (Peace U R Canada)

October 1, 2014

Gandalito Frede. in JRR Tolkien's Lord of the Rings: “All vou have to do is 10 decide what to do with the time given”.



From: Bighear Lo
Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2014 11:51 AM

To: Nguyen, Hieu; Zwierzchowski, Christopher

Subject: ACS2014-PAl-PGM-01810fFicial Plan and Zoning By-law
Amendments — 3 and 4 Booth Street — Chaudiere and Albert
islands

Attachments: OPEN LETTER AV! June 2014 final.pdf; Albert Tanasco letter 1-
2.Jpg; Albert Tanasco letter 2-2.jpg; Asinabka Heritage Note 23
Sept 2014 pdf.pdf

Mr Nguyen/Mr Zwierzchowski, City of Ottawa,
hieu.nguyen/@ottawa.ca, Christopher.Zwierzchowski@ottawa.ca

Ref: ACS2014-PALPGM-01810fficial Plan and Zoning By-law Amendments — 3 and 4
Booth Street — Chaudiere and Albert Islands

As per email reed from City of Ottawa re-zoning amendments should stay zoned as a park
and open as public space, not privatized so as to honour the Sacred Chaudiere Falls Sitel

Many 1st Nations Algonquin Ceremonies were done at this site including Victoria Island and
must be respected as per outlined emails already sent to you by Romola Trebilcock of Circle
for All Nations which my belated Elder, William Commanda and Romola were able to put a
53 page document sent to Domtar as to WHY this site is needed to be revisited with the plans
already fully approved by the Algonquin Nation that Mr Douglas Cardinal has plans for.

| am a tax payer and living here in the City of Ottawa which I was born in, also am
Algonquin by descent and related to many including our belated Elder. My own personal
ceremonies with many Elders have been and still are being done at these locations. I'hope
my word counts in this letter and is read out to the Council of the City of Ottawa.

[ am attaching files of letters at the time of 1995 when Grand Chief of the Algonquin Nation,
Chief Albert Tenasco had written about how our peoples rights were affected and allowed to
do such Ceremonies and to treat Victoria Island as a place for the people gathering there in
accordance to the Natural Laws of our Peoples, without drugs or alcohol.

To this day this letter still applies and am in hope it will be respected, as the present Chief,
Mr Gilbert Whiteduck is now chief of Maniwaki!

Attached are the files sent from Circle of All Nations already sent to your Council as well as
the letter from belated Chief Albert Tenasco of Maniwaki!

In closing, your round table discussion from what I received will be happening on Thurs 02
Oct 14 starting at 9:30am, pls advise if this is not so, as I would like open microphone to talk
about this with your Council!

Best regards,

Ron KitchiMak8a Goddard-Fournier, aka Bigbear,

Niiwi'in Noodi'in/4 Wind's Intertribal Medicine Council member, serving the Ottawa
Community since 2000!

http://web.295 ca/~bigbear/highear/
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From: john J. Heney

Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 11:00 AM

To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher

Subject: Opposition to rezoning of Chaudiére and Albert isands in the

Ottawa River
[Please acknowledge receipt of this email]

An open letter to Mayor Jim Watson and Members of Ottawa City Council
c/o Christopher.Zwierzchowskif@ottawa.ca

Opposition to Rezoning Proposal in respect of Chaudiére and Albert Islands
Re: Official Plan and Zoning By-law amendments — 3 and 4 Booth Street (Chaudiére and
Albert Island).

ok oo sk ook ko

To Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson and Members of Ottawa City Council
Your Worship and Councilors:

I wish to register my opposition to the City of Ottawa’s intention to rezone lands around the
Chaudiére Falls from public-use lands to those open for commercial (mixed use)
development.

[ am not convinced that planning underway for this site has involved as much consultation as
necessary for the highest and longest-term benefit for all stakeholders. Nor that the widest
and wisest range of options has been entertained and properly studied with the level of
creativity that could apply. This site does not deserve to look like Vancouver’s towering,
compacted West End skyline, Anyone can do that. There are other options in sight that are
truly world-class that have not been thoroughly studied.

One such notion involves the reservation of unceded territory at Chaudiére Falls and Victoria
Island in the National Capital Region for the realization of a Circle of Al Nations gathering
site, It would be complemented by 2 healing centre that would serve all Canadians and world
citizens. While one of the most visible proponents of this idea was the late Grandfather
William Commanda, it is an idea that truly has wide support.

e The historic multicultural use of this land and how so many communities and nations
have converged on this site, all the way back to prehistoric times, make it a fitting
choice for such activity.

e The beauty of the site, if’s water-swept and mid-river location, and its placement in
the midst of urban buildup on both sides of the Ottawa River add to the urgency of
this matter and the high relevance of its candidacy as public use land.

e If otherwise developed, the loss of such a central, iconic public space would be
irreversible.

e The notion of a circle space and healing centre lends the Ottawa, federal, Quebec and
Ontario governments an unprecedented opportunity for an unprecedented legacy that
would arise from such a universal and collaborative use. This blended with the




inclusive consultation that would make this possible, and see this done right. The
project, the space and the use could all converge and emerge as exemplary.

So far, in stark contrast, Windmill Developers plans to build approximately 1200 residential
units, 4,800 square meters for retail, 17,000 square meters for offices, and a hotel on
Chaudiére and Albert Islands. Such a development could go anywhere. The same chance
does not apply overall for the ultimate public good that would come with community and a
gathering use of the site.

In fact, the late William Commanda, spiritual leader of the Algonquin Asinabka peoples of
North America, was promised by former chairs of the National Capital Commission Jean
Pigott and Marcel Beaudry that this sacred unceeded land of the Algonquin Asinabka Peoples
would be honoured by having an “Indigenous Peace Ecology Centre” built on Asinabka
Island, also known as Victoria Istand? Did you know that in November 2010 the City of
Ottawa endorsed this project?

This phenomenal opportunity sits on the brink. Pull things back and take a studied and
refreshing look at the situation. Now!

It is not too late to fold in commercial development of the entire area on the shoreline nearby,
but with the islands in question set aside specifically as a gathering and healing space upon
which many nations could come together. Consider the possibilities as this iconic site at the
centre of Canada’s national capital region, symbolically set on an iconic waterway and so
close to a World Heritage Site that is the Rideau Canal could be applied! In support of
healing, gathering and collaboration across the region, across our country, and around the
world.

“We have met at the Chaudiére!” could become a cry of victory for all manner of resolved
conflicts and successful healing in need of the symbolic, real, deep and lasting results this
initiative would support. And the entire local region would benefit socially, educationally,
economically and spiritually from such a gathering centre, in so many ways.

Your proposal for rezoning would instantly put an end to that grand vision, instead
supporting a rolling commercial development that adds nothing new and is so much of the
same old bricks-and-mortar vision, Windmill and its ilk can do the same anywhere else. In
the meantime, they could step up and be part of something truly significant as well. But only
if the wider good and longer benefit and more wholesome vision are given space -- literally
and spiritually — and the chance to emerge.

Step back from the rezoning.
Set a meaningful, focused, respectful, inclusive and visionary dialogue in motion.
See a world-class use and legacy emerge from this one-of-a-kind opportunity.

Sincerely,

John }. Heney



Mr. Heney is a longtime and recognized supporter of heritage at all levels. He is also a
known participant in collaboration and consultation for wider and greater public good, in
the interest of all stakeholders toward exemplary results.
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From: Michel Hogue
Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 4:38 PM
To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher
Ce: Nguyen, Hieu
Subject: Official Plan & Zoning By-law Amendment 3 and 4 Booth Street
Dear Sirs:

T am writing to register my deep concern about the proposed rezoning application, as
both a City of Ottawa resident and a historian. Although I am pleased to see formal
recognition of the historic significance of some of the buildings and other parts of the
site's industrial history, the absence of any real reference to the broader historical
significance of the Chaudiére Falls and the lands that surround it is particularly
glaring. A rich history Hes underneath the post-industrial remnants that now line the
river. This site has long been significant to a variety of peoples--most notably, the
Algonquin Anishinaabeg. As city officials have no doubt been made aware through
their consultations with different Aboriginal groups, this spiritually significant place
was an important gathering point for indigenous peoples for thousands of years and it
remains so. For many others--Indigenous, Euro-Canadians, Europeans--who travelled
up and down the Ottawa River as part of the traffic in furs or timber, or who passed
through as surveyors, tourists, or other wayfarers, the falls were important as a
stopping point, a tourist attraction, an impediment, and, eventually, an economic
engine and a vital part of the city's economic history. It is distressing to see so little
regard paid to the rich and diverse history that is written into this particular landscape.

To be sure, these histories are not so easily captured by tidy heritage designations that
can be attached to individual buildings. What's required here is a broader vision, one
that allows for a meaningful consideration of the site as whole and its complicated
human history. Certainly, the vision articulated by acclaimed architect Douglas
Cardinal provides a compelling argument for how this might be accomplished.

T urge the city to move these issues to the forefront and, at the very least, to
incorporate into this plan measures that would safeguard these key sites.

Thank you,

Michel Hogue

Assistant Professor, Department of History
445 Paterson Hall, Carleton University
1125 Colonel By Drive, Ottawa, ON

Tel 613.520.2600 ext. 2845
Fax 613.520-2819



To whom it may concern,

It truly saddens me to think that the City of Ottawa would even be entertaining the notion of re-zoning
these lands to allow for commercial development. This land has far more value to the city, to the public,
to the indigenous peoples of the Ottawa Valley and Canada, that the value of the short sighted
aconomic facelift these lands will receive after these lands are re-zoned. | truly hope the good planner of
the City of Ottawa have more vision and more respect for these lands that to provided them so easily
over to the will and whim of private control. These lands are sacred to the Algonquin and many other
Aboriginal peoples, and while they have endured a history of abuse and neglect from the wax and wane
of industry, these lands hold hundred and thousands of years of the cultural memories of the people
who honored and revered these fands as a spiritual mecca. These lands are part of our Canadian history
as well and should be preserved and allowed to heal in such a way as to retain, promote, and revitalize
the history, culture, and spirit of these lands for the benefit of all. They must not be re-zoned for
commercial development.

These lands should be free from the threat of development, which the rezoning of the lands will so
quickly provide for. The development of these lands into residential properties will only serve to benefit
a select and very fortunate segment of the population, and the City of Ottawa, the capitol of this great
country, should not so easily to the wants and need of private interest. Does our great capitol not have
enough developments and re-developments already for which to be proud of, without severing off such
a historic and sacred piece of land to the begging hands of Windmill Development Corp., forever
removing it from the City’s grasp and future use of all people? These lands must be retained under
current zoning until such a time when there is investment of positive thinking which may lead to the re-
development and restoration of these lands to such a way which reflect the culturat history and value of
these lands, undo- the historical wrong doing and abuse of these lands, and honor the intrinsic value of
these lands to Algonquin and other Aboriginal Peoples, as well as provide a place for all people to gather
and utilize.

There in the center of the Ottawa River, in the heart of Algonguin Traditional Territory, where the
indigenous nation, the Algonquin, still hold Aboriginal title, this land must not be re-zoned to provide
access for private development of residential property that benefits few financially fortunate people.
There on these lands, which at one time were witness to the on obstructed power and majesty of the
falls, and hosted and fed the people who honored and revered them from places far and wide, these
fands must not be made available to a development which provides an expensive view of this sacred,
albeit altered and industrialized, landscape. There on these lands exists a wealth of opportunity to
explore the possibilities for a morally and ethically positive re-development of these lands, for the
benefit of all. Should these lands be re-zoned and Windmill proceeds with their plans for development,
this future is gone. The City of Ottawa will have done nothing but provide to path towards furthering the
historical and societal abuse of the spirit and power and beauty of these lands, and to further add insult
to injury to the Algonquin, holders of Aboriginal Title, within a culturally significant valuable piece of
their Traditional Territory. '



The lands of these sacred islands between the great City of Ottawa and Gatineau, the French and the
English must be utilized and shared for the benefit of all as a true example of good faith and good will.
The current zoning must be maintained. The City must look past its economic blinders, and see that
there are huge societal values to these lands which can be increased for the benefit of al, if the current
zoning is maintained, Economic gain can and will come from these lands in a much more positive form if
the current zoning is retained. | truly hope that the City planners can see past immediate economics in
re-zoning these fands for the benefit of Windmill and an exclusive segment of the population. | would
like to believe that the great minds in our capitol can see that the City has an opportunity to build and
ensure a proud future for these lands, and allow these lands to becorne a model, a gift, a shining
example of restoring integrity to culturally significant areas in the heart of a developed and
industrialized landscape. These islands need more positive, more natural, more sacred, more beautiful,
more public space, and to provide for private interest development.

Furthermore, these lands are not owned by the City of Ottawa. These lands are indeed leased lands,
which means that they actually are property of the Crown, which mean they are actually held under
Aboriginal title by the Algonquin’s. This re-zoning is not a decision that the City of Ottawa can make
without obtaining Aboriginal consent and undertaking meaningful approaches to consultation and
accommodation, which at this point in time has not occurred. it is pre-mature and extremely
disrespectful of the Algonquin and the people of Ottawa and Ontario to be deciding upon the re-zoning
of these lands at this point in time. There has not been adequate consultation with either the Algonquin
or the public.

This case of project fast-tracking, on such significant lands cannot and will not go overlooked should the
City re-zone these lands at this point in time. It is not fair to say that opposition has not been voiced,
when the opposition has not been heard, and the opposition has not been informed. By the magnitude
of the significance of these islands to the Algonquin Nation, and by the lack of consultation with public
and aboriginal stakeholders, if the City of Ottawa expects to re-zone these lands that this point and
time, for the purpose of furthering Windmill vision and in the face of the vision held by Algonquin and
other Aboriginal elders for decades, then demonstrations and public outcry will be heard far and wide.

The mass of supporters of idle no More, who once rallied around Victoria Island, will surely be awaiting
the outcome of the decision to change or maintain the current zoning of these lands. | along with many
many supporters truly hope at the end of the day, the decision has not been made that these defiled
but sacred islands, are once again pulled out from under the noses of Algonquin Title to their Traditionat
Territory and into the ‘care’ and development of private interest. What story does the City of Ottawa
want to be more proud off, or does it care? What future does the City of Ottawa wish these lands to
have for people local and from afar, or does it care? What example from the Capitol does the City want
to send about righting a historical wrong and restoring the environmental and cultural history of these
islands for the future benefit of all, or does it care.

| believe the City of Ottawa does care, and that the will do the right thing and leave the current zoning in
place. Windmill will not be broken by the decision to leave the current zoning in place, but these lands



and the Algonquin will suffer insult and injury that will not recover so easily, and the more will be lost
than gained if the City decides otherwise,

Sincerely,
Ethan Huner
Aboriginal Environmental/Cultural Technical Advisor, Fish and Wildlife Technician, Naturalist

Pembroke, ON



From: Debra Huron

Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2014 4:42 PM

To: Zwierzchowski, Christopher

Subject: Opposed to zoning change near Chaudiere Falis
To the City of Ottawa,

I wish to register my opposition to a rezoning proposal that will come before Planning
Committee on Thursday, Oct. 2, 2014, The affected lands are at Chaudicre and Albert
Istands in the Ottawa River.

The area in question touches on and will overshadow the sacred lands of the Algonquin
people on Victoria Island (Asinabka Island) in the Ottawa River.

1 am someone who believes in the spiritual vision of the late Grandfather William
Commanda. His interventions on behalf of his people’s unceded territory, and on behalf of
the Ottawa River, were once honoured. The idea of creating an Indigenous Peace Ecology
Centre on Asinabka Island was endorsed in November 2010 by the City of Ottawa. Why
would the city also endorse this proposal, which will turn the area into a playground for the
wealthy?

As a citizen of Ottawa who visits and applauds the existence of sacred territory in the heart of
this city, 1 oppose this application to change the zoning. Opening up this former industrial
land for highrise condos and offices is not in keeping with preservation of the natural beauty
in this part of the Ottawa River.

Yours truly,

Debra Huron
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Debra Isshel Huron

Writing, editing, and training
to help you communicate more clearly

Oitawa, Onterio, Canada
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